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The City of Calgary enacted its Responsible Pet Ownership Bylaw in 2006, based on five princi-

ples that enable cats, dogs, their owners, and neighbors to live together in “safety and harmony.”1, 
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  1. License and provide permanent identification for your pets. 

  2. Spay or neuter your pets. 

  3. Provide training, socialization, proper diet, and medical care for your pets. 

  4. Do not allow your pets to become a threat or nuisance in the community. 

  5. Procure your pet ethically and from a credible source.  

 

The fifth principle completes the responsible pet ownership community: responsible procurement 

of pets. When a family adds a new pet, Calgary Animal Services wants them to ask where the ani-

mal came from and under what conditions it was produced.3  

 

EDUCATION 

Calgary has achieved an unparalleled level of compliance with its easy-to understand bylaw, 

through education that clarifies the responsibility of all pet owners, programs that facilitate pet 

owner compliance, and rigorous enforcement against violators. Even before the enactment of its 

Responsible Pet Ownership Bylaw, the City of Calgary Animal & Bylaw Services was creating and 

presenting curriculum-based school programs for students in grades K-8. Animal Services educa- 

tional programs are available at no cost to schools. Each year, its three certified teachers offer 

hundreds of presentations to thousands of Calgary students.4  To further enable responsible pet 

ownership and facilitate compliance, the City also provides bylaw education programs for adults 

and ESL learners.  

 

 

 

 

“The whole model is about responsible pet  

ownership . . . In North America, we don’t 

really have an animal problem: we’ve got a 

people problem. I think that’s the first  

realization you’ve got to come to.  

It’s not about the animal, it’s about the  

people.” 



When education does not produce the intended outcome, the Bylaw is rigorously enforced.  

 

CALGARY ANIMAL SERVICES’ RECORD OF SUCCESS 

 

2011 Results 5, 6  

 

 Funded entirely by animal-related revenues, primarily licensing. It receives no tax revenue. 

 Over 111,000 dogs licensed, out of a total estimated canine population of 122,325. 

 90% (estimated) licensure compliance rate for dogs.7 

 4,576 dogs impounded and a 95% live release rate: 

 87% returned to their owners;   

 8% adopted to new owners; 

 5% euthanized.  

 Only 123 reported dog bites.8  

 

Calgary’s exceptional record shows that when a community 

 

  adopts responsible pet ownership standards,  

 educates its citizens on the benefits of those standards,  

 facilitates compliance with them, and  

 enforces against the few who will refuse to comply,  

 

citizens can then enjoy the companionship of their dogs, regardless of breed or type.  

 

A responsible pet ownership model enhances community safety and preserves the human-canine 

bond.  

 

The National Canine Research Council hopes that all communities will implement their own re-

sponsible pet ownership models.  
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